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the early part thereef. Saglnniny on the twelfth the wiether warmed cons a 
and until the twenty-second, when another store nat, the daye were clear a ee 
with sone thawing. Sub-serc tenperatures ooourred on the Sth with “is? and om the 
25th when -6° wor reverded. the unusually heavy snow settled but vary little end 
eenditions reeained unfavorable fron the etendpoiut of the wildlife. The waxtaus 
pony had ——e ah pe qs = 20th and Zlet and the minimus «6° op 

« re y cheer, i partiy cloudy and 9 cloudy days during Pebrsary. 
the tote) precipitation at Maxcoth was «30 inches with o tobed anuwtatl or a 
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in — fal peneree anes eo Rogers remained in the perk throughout 
) HORN, MARARE & trip to Livingetem on Pebracry 1 with ascietent superintendent 
Geers to vonfer With Ur. Yindser, the park medienl officer. . 


‘Seeistant superintendent Gaxert received telephonic advice from the Uirector 
from Chienge on February 26 that his appeiatwent as oupurintondent ef ot Springs 
ations) Park bad been approved by the Jeorstary and he ws directed to report 
to the Director's office in Ghiewe on Wareh 9 for sdviee in eennection with his 
reperting te Not Springs. 
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Six distinct earth tremors were reported by the winterkeeper, Jack Croney, 
at Old Faithful on February 3. ‘he first of these was a short tremor at 5:15 
aom., others at 6:00 aome, 7100 a.m. and $100 asm. All were quite noticeable. 
The hardest quake ocourred at 9:15 a.m., which was reported to have lasted 
about a minute. The lest tremor wae a alight one at 9:30 a.m. No damage was 
reported and the shocks apparently had no sffeet on Old Faithful or any of the 
other geysers. 


Chief Ranger LaNouws resigned as a member of the Yellowstone Park ration 
board on February 5 and foreman-plumber Wyman ©. Benson was appointed as his 
successor. three additional members to the board were recommended, assistant 
chief ranger *. Leon Svans, senior storekeeper “illieam A. Wright and J. i. 
Eaynes, the authorized park photographer. Their appointments had not been 
approved by the end of the month. 


The Montana Dey Celebration, usually held in Pebruary, was discontinued 
this year due to the war. ‘Such celebrations were held in the park during the 
past four years and gave visitors from nearby communities an opportunity te 
view the park in winter and observe and photograph the wildlife. 


re Ae Po Engebdbretson, Seputy Collector, Internal Kevenue Service, telena, 
came to the park on Pebrueary G to assist park employees in the preparation of 
their incane tax returns. ‘This cooperation on the part of the Internel Revenue 
Service was very beneficial ta perk residentea. Ur. ingebretson performed similar 
service the previous year. 


inspections. T. & Willer, assistant engineer, J.5.0.5., Golse, Idaho, 
in February 6 to read water gauges; Victor A. Olsen, investigator and field 
representative, Selective Service System, Caups Operations Civision, “ashing- 
ton, D. C., in february 20 in cormection with C.°.S. camp in park, out Febru- 
ery 223; Dr. A. 3. Hatch, Fish and “ildlife service, “ortland, Sregon, in Peb- 
ruary 28 in connection with elk count. 


Plans, mee and Surveys. The greater part of the park engineer's time 
for was spe n working up final construction reports and preparing 
date for form 10-352, Completion bwport, for ©.C.C. jobs in the park. Data for 
both the final reports and the €.C.C. reports was very meager and resulted in 


much investigation. 


The project construction program for tevile fower Hational Jicnument was 
compiled. 


In addition to normal office routine, a considerable analysis of the present 
status of the work under the park engineer and planning for the coming months 
of this fiscal year was accomplished, with reconstruction of office system to 
some extent. 


Assoolate Park angineer Philip H. “ohlbrandt was promoted to the vacancy 
in the position of park enginser, effective February lo, created by the death 
ef Cecil A. Lord. 
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Publicity. The 19,2 Annual Keport, which was mimeographed the latter 
part of January, was distributed on February 3. No press releases were sent 
out during the month but o special articls on travel for the Casper Tritune- 
Serald was prepared and sent that paper on february 26. 


Read Maintenance. Winter woather continued throughout the month. it was 
necessary to operate one or two snow plows most of the month to keep the roads 
around Hawmoth and to Cooke open to travel. Some of the areas around “enmoth 
required the use of a bulldozer to clear the snow for necessary operation and 
protection. 


Ditehes and culverts were opened on the Mamnoth-Uardiner road. luring a 
few days of thawing weather a few small oarth slides developed slong the “eardi- 
ner River canyon and the uee of trees and rock was required for bank protection. 
High water is anticipated which way cause some difficulty in the spring. 


New Construction. The work of reconstruction of quarters No. 9, at weammoth, 
re, is practically complete with the exoeption of scutside painting. 


Pars Operators. she general store at Yamsoth remained open throughout the 
month accomno Memnoth residents. The point rationing system is to go in- 


to effect beginning Zarch 1 and the general atore has prepared for the new pro- 
cedure. 


Dr. Alfred Lueek, representing the perk medical officer, Dr. “indaor, 
visited the park on February 26 to examine the Mawsoth scheol children. 


Cooperating Governmental Agencies. No contract work wis underway during 
the sisate * 


increase or Decrease in Travel. One hundred and ferty~two persons entered 
the par: during Tobruary a8 compared to 7648 during the same month in 19/2. *he 
total persons entering for this travel year to dete is 5,/01 as compared with 
15,183 for 1942, a decrease of -91,02 peonle or -61.9%. 


Forty-four cars entered the perk in *ebruary as compared to 248 during 
the same month in 192. The totel cars entering for this travel year to date 
is 2,035) as compared with 4,745 for 192, « decrease of “2711 or -57.1>. 


aenger Servios. The unusually heavy snowfall during the winter caused 
moat u gs in the interior of the park te become heavily loaded with 


snow. Rangers were sent to all the isolated stetions and « good share of the 
month was occupied in the removal of this snow. 


Toward the end of the month those rangere who had returned to headquarters 
made preliminary elk counts to femiliarize themselves with the various units. 
On the last day of the month end to be extended through Yarch i the general 
count was conducted of the northern elk herd with park rangers, State “ish and 
Game Department and Forest Service representatives participating. 
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One ranger vacancy was filled by Lorin Ue Kautz who entered on duty 
Pebruary 23 


4 snoplane rented from fred Abercrombie of Jackson, “yoming was brought 
into the park by district park ranger Hugh Jbert on February 16 via the south 
gate, reaching headquarters on the 19th. “his snoplane was used to make an 
inspection of snow conditions and deliver rations to °ld Faithful and outlying 
stations. It was principelily brought into the perk to experiment with euch a 
mathine for possible future use here with the idea eof surchasing such a machine 
later. 


Police Protection. No law enforcement cases were held during the month. 


Wildlife Protection. Suffalo. At the end of february a total of 67 buf- 
falo were counted on the feed grounds at Lamar. Other small bunches were 
seattered over the northern winter range as follows: Gardiner to Nellroaring, 
353, Hellroaring to the Norseshoe, 12, and Blieektail to tower Falla, 14. A few 
soattered individuals are not included in the above. 


A herd of 27 buffalo has been sven frequently between Gardiner and Yankee 
dim Canyon, from 10 to 15 miles outside the park. A few have been reported 
more than 30 miles down the Yellowstone River from Gardiner, near “wnigane 
During the elk count on Februsry 28 a total of 3 buffalo were seen outside 
the park. This is an unuguel condition and has «een occasioned by the severe 
winter and deep snow. 


Deer. Thirteen deer were trapped at “eamoth and transported to the Game 
Ranch area. These deer have persisted in rewnining araund the beildinge at 
Memmoth and had caused considerable damage to the trees and shrubbery. ‘Sane 
hed died from starvation since they refused to leave the community area and 
forage on the hillsides where some forage was available. 


A record of dead deer is being kept and will be swwerised next spring. 


Ble. Gold weather and frequent storms during late January and early Peb- 
ruary were most unfavorable for the elk and other large animals. The condition 
of these animals in the park generally deteriorated during February, although 
some warmer weather and clear skies during the lest half of the month previded 
some relief ae exposed slopes furnished additional forage. Sone losses were 
observed and efforts were made to locate and tag the carcasses of dead elk. 
However, since the heaviest losses usually oecur during late March ami April, 
it wlll be necessary to make a careful search of the winter range this spring 
to determine the extent of the winter losses. 


A large amount of time was devoted to the preparation of plens for conduct -~ 
img a census of the northern Yellowstone elk herd. The National Perk Service 
took the initiative in this matter and was given the closest cooperation by 
the Yorest Service and the Zontam fish and Game Department. it was first 
planned to conduct the census on March 3 and 4 but in order to take advantage 
of a period of favorable weather the count was actually started on february 26. 
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The State of Montana furnished 6 men, the same number was furnished by the 
Forest Service, while the National Park Service furnished 18. Or. A. B. Hateh, 
of the Fish and #ildlife Service, Portland, who accompanied the Itate men, 
assisted with the counting. 


Four outlying areas of the park were counted prior to february 28, and 
park rangers covered their counting units carefully before the regular count 
to femilierize themselves with the unite and to cather information necessary to 
complete the plans for the census undertaking. 


#iseellancous. The regulxr monthly meeting of the Federal Gaployees Union 
was held in the Canteen on ‘ebruary 1. 
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